
Henry Joseph Awty 

Henry was born on 19/5/1889, the seventh child of Joseph Alexander and Isabella Emily (Pickup) 

Awty. He was born in Buln Buln and has another brother, George (5297) who also enlisted on 6 

March 1916 at East Neerim. George returned home and was discharged on 8/5/1919. George was 

born 1898 in Buln Buln and died in 1983 at Warrnambool.   

Service number                2599 

Enlisted                             17 May 1915 as a Private 

Embarked                         25 September 1916 on the HMAT A9 Stropshire 

Unit on enlistment           58th battalion, 5th Reinforcement 

Returned to Australia      Reached Melbourne on 4/2/1920 and was discharged on 20/3/1920. 

Henry was born when the family lived at Neerim South where they were farming.  

When he enlisted he was married and was living with his wife in Traralgon where he worked as a 

timber Merchant. He married Gertrude Annie Awty (nee Dedman) in 1916 and had a daughter, 

Kathleen, born in 1917 while he was overseas. When he embarked, Gertude moved back to 

Neerim South. When Henry returned home he was living in Neerim East and was working as a 

teamster. Kathleen passed away in 1929 at Clifton Hill. Gertrude was living at Neerim South and 

from 1934 seemed to be in NSW. 

In WW1 he disembarked at Plymouth on 11/11/1916 where he started some training. He was 

admitted to hospital at Fovant suffering from Bronchitis on 30/1/1917. He went to France on 

20/3/1917 but was wounded on 26/3/1917. He was sent to England on 17/4/1917 and admitted 

to hospital in Reading on 19/4/1917 with gunshot wounds in his arm and leg. Early in July he was 

transferred to the Auxiliary hospital in Harefield from where he was granted a couple of weeks 

furlough.  

After furlough he presented to the 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott but was then transferred to 

the Brigade Hospital at Hurdcott where he was suffering from Neuritis followed by influenza. He 

stayed in England then until he embarked for Australia on HT Konigin Luise on 18/12/1919 

arriving in Melbourne on 4/2 1920. He was discharged from AIF on 20/3/1920. 

In 1931 Henry was listed on the electoral rolls as a driver living in Carlton, without any family; in 

1934 in Kinglake as labourer and in 1936 to 1942 back in Drouin and living with a sibling Emily 

Isobel, where he was still working as a labourer.  

He then enlisted in WW2 and spent his time in retirement living at Eagle Point. He died in 

Bairnsdale in 1975 and is buried in Traralgon. His NOK on the WW2 enrolment was listed as Annie 

Awty. He was discharged after WW2 on 17 January 1947. He was a signalman in the Signals 3 

lines of Communication Area. 

Henry Joseph Awty is buried in Traralgon at which is a Commonwealth War Grave on which is 

written his WW2 number and insignia but no reference to WW1. 
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