
WILLIAM EDWARD HACKETT 
William Edward Hackett was born in Frederick St. Warrington on 17 September 1998. He 
was the son of Thomas and Gertrude (nee Wright) Hackett 
 
He originally attested on 15/9/1916 at aged 18 and was mobilized in England on 16/6/1917 
He joined the Prince of Wales Volunteers (South Lancashire) Regiment and was involved 
with both the 2/4th Battalion and the 1/5th Battalion 
 
Register No    44729 
 
Rank on enlistment  Private 

 
With his regiments he was serving and training  

in England from 15/9/1916 – 12/9/1918 
  in France from 13/9/1918 – 13/121/1919 

in England from 14/11/1919 – 10/12/1919  
when he demobilized from the 1/5th battalion at Shrewsbury, England. 
While he was in the army he was hospitalised at the Military Hospital, Oswestry, for Catarrh 
(11 days), Influenza (12 days) and Appendicitis (40days). He does not appear to have been 
wounded, but complained of heart issues at the end of his soldiering. 
 
His English family believed he migrated to Australia as a result of being unsettled by what he 
experienced in France. Although he kept in constant touch with his family by letters until his 
death aged 72, he never saw them again. 
He married a Yorkshire girl, Alice Mary (nee Langstaff) whom he met when they were both 
patients in Sale hospital. 
 
When the second World War broke out he went to Melbourne to enlist but on hearing that 
he had already fought in one war and now had 4 sons, the recruitment panel advised him to 
go home and look after his family. 
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William is on the left hand end of 

the band group. 

William is on the left in this 

photo 

William is on the right front 

beside the Lewis guns. He was a 

Lewis gunner. 

The Lewis un (or Lewis automatic 
machinegun or Lewis automatic 
rifle) is a World War I –era, light 
machine gun of American design 
that was perfected and widely 
used by the British Empire. 

The cover of William’s war 

papers 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

      


