
Smith, Charles Edward Thomas 
 
Charles Edward Thomas Smith was born 28 July 1890 at Circencester, England, son of Charles Edward Henry Smith and 
Mary Elizabeth Compton.  He possibly had a sister named Gertrude.  He immigrated to Australia some time before 1915. 
 
Charles enlisted on the 13 July 1915 and was given the Regimental number 3897.  He was appointed to the 14th 
Battalion, 12th Reinforcements.  The following information is taken from his enlistment papers:  
  
Age - 25 years  
Address – Garden Vale, Victoria 
Next of kin - his Mother; Mrs. Smith, Martin Street, Garden Vale, Victoria  
Occupation – Motor Driver 
Description; Height – 5 foot 7 ¾ inches (172.1 centimeters); Complexion – Fresh; Eyes – Blue; Hair – Fair 
Religion – Church of England 
 
Charles embarked at Melbourne, Victoria on board HMAT A40 Ceramic 23 Nov 1915 and disembarked in Egypt, he had 
been appointed Acting –Sergeant for the trip.  Charles was with the 4th Brigade Training Battalion at Zeitoun, Egypt 
when the first and second Australian Infantry Divisions were split in two to form the fourth and fifth divisions and on the 
6 March 1916 he was appointed to the 46th Battalion.  The 46th Battalion formed part of the 12th Infantry Brigade of 
the 4th Division. 

,,,46th Infantry Battalion (Victoria) [12th Infantry Brigade] 
 
Charles was promoted to Sergeant on the 14 March 1916.  On the 2 June 1916 the battalion boarded the transport ship 
H.M.T. “Kinsfauns Castle” at Alexandria, Egypt and proceeded to France where they disembarked at Marseilles on the 8 
June 1916.  The battalion then entrained to Bailleul, France on June 11 and then marched to Outtersteene where they 
were allocated billets.  During their time here they were equipped with gas helmets and other gear and carried out 
training.  On the 3 June they took over the section of the front line two miles southwest of Fleurbaix held by the 4th 
Battalion.  They moved back and forwards to the front line in rotation with the other battalions in the brigade until they 
were relieved on July 11.  They moved back to Berteaucourt where they rested and trained for 12 days.  From there they 
moved to Pozieres where on the 3 August four companies were attached as carrying parties to the brigades of the 2nd 
Division in their attack on the trench system known as OG 1 and OG 2.  The 4th Division relieved the 2nd Division on 
August 5 and the 46th Battalion was placed in reserve of the 12th Brigade. 
 
Charles was admitted to hospital on the 20 August 1916 suffering from Tonsillitis, he was lucky that he missed the 
battalion’s involvement in the attacks at Pozieres where the battalion suffered casualties of approx 300 killed, wounded 
or missing.  Charles rejoined the battalion on the 3 September.  It was also on this day that he was appointed Acting 
Company Sergeant Major (C.S.M.) without pay, and the next day was appointed C.S.M.  The battalion had now moved to 
Flanders, Belgium and were in the Ypres sector. 
 
The battalion was transferred back to the Somme area of France in October 1916 and on November 12 relieved the 12th 
Battalion at Flers.  When relieved they moved back to Bazentin where they supplied road making parties.  On December 
4 they moved to billets at Dernacourt and on December 18 to St Vaast where they carried out training. Charles must 
have been granted leave in December 1916 as he married Elizabeth Anne Morrissey on the 22 Dec 1916 at Cappoquin, 
County Waterford, Ireland.  There is no mention in his service record of the marriage. 
 
He was back with the battalion in January 1917 as on the fifth he was admitted to hospital suffering from Tonsillitis and 
on the 21 January embarked at Rouen, France for transfer back to England and admitted to Guildford War Hospital.  On 
the 26 February he was discharged from the 3rd Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford and granted furlough.  On the 26 March 
1917 he was transferred to the 69th Battalion.  The 69th Battalion was part of the 6th Australian Infantry Division which 
was formed in the United Kingdom in March 1917 but because of manpower shortages was disbanded in September 



1917.  Charles had been promoted to Temporary - Regimental Sergeant Major (R.S.M.) on 20 March 1917 and was 
promoted to R.S.M. Warrant Officer Class 1, on the 20 June 1917.   After the 6th Division was disbanded Charles was 
transferred back to the 46th Battalion on the 16 September 1917.   
 
Charles embarked on board H.T. Port Darwin on the 11 January 1918 for Return to Australia and discharge because of 
Disorganisation of left knee joint and disembarked in Melbourne, Victoria on the 4 March 1918.  He was discharged from 
the army on the 17 May 1918.  Charles was awarded the 1914/15 Star, British War Medal and Victory Medal. 
 
In 1919 Charles applied to the Department of Repatriation for free passage of his wife to Australia.  At that time he was 
living at Gould, Victoria; not sure when Elizabeth came to Victoria.  
 
Charles died 4 September 1966 at Traralgon.   Both Elizabeth and Charles are buried at the Gippsland Memorial Park 
Cemetery, Traralgon, Victoria: Catholic section, Row E. 
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